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Overview 

Maine College of Art graduate 
students spent a couple weeks with 
the English Language Learners (ELL) 
at King Middle School in Portland, 
ME to work collaboratively on a 
literacy project in art.  After reading 
the book Goal! written by Mina 
Javaherbin and illustrated by A.G. 
Ford, students shared moments of 
play, teamwork and friendship that 
were established through sports. 
Building off of these rich, personal 
experiences the students illustrated 
action verbs for t-shirt designs and 
posters to enrich their learning of 
the English language. 

 

 

 

 

Materials 

• Blank Paper 
• White T-shirt for each 

student 
• Iron-on transfer printing 

paper 
• Colored pencil and 

crayons 
• Fabric markers 
• Cardboard 
• Number Stencils 
• Iron 
• Scissors  
• Sharpies 
• Light Boxes 
• Carbon Paper 
• Glue Sticks 
• Goal! (Book) 

Objectives 

• Students will read and discuss book Goal! in a group. 
• Students will design a full color illustration based on the book 

Goal! to be used as team t-shirt designs. 
• Students will demonstrate their knowledge of the English 

language, by incorporating action verbs into their illustrations 
that will be used to create posters for the classroom as well as 
individual t-shirt designs. 

 
 
Performance Tasks 

 
• Class reads the book, Goal, written by Mina Javaherbin, Illustrated 

by A. G. Ford. 
• Teacher leads discussion on what it is like to play soccer, and why 

do students like soccer. 
• Students practice drawing soccer actions. 
• Class creates a list of action verbs, used to play soccer 
• Each student chooses an action verb to illustrate within a drawing, 

using the book as well as images of soccer actions (previously 
brought to class). 
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WEB LINK 

PlayRunGoal.com 

NATIONAL STANDARD 

Content Standards 1 and 3 for grades 5-8 
• Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes 
• Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas 

RESOURCES 
 
Javaherbin, M., & Ford, A. G. (2010). Goal!. Somerville, Mass:  
 Candlewick Press. 

 

Performance tasks continued: 
 

• Students are shown a demonstration on 
creating a collage, tracing images using a 
light box, and tracing images using carbon 
transfer paper. 

 
• Class begins independent work on illustrations 

for their t-shirt/ poster design. 
 

• Each student will create a final draft of their 
illustration using color and write the action 
verb they depicted as well as their names. 

 
• Each finished illustration should be scanned, 

enlarged and laminated into a poster. 
 

• Students will choose a class team number to 
be used on the back of their shirts. 

 
• The class will observe a demonstration on 

using stencils and fabric markers to transfer 
their team numbers to the back of their shirts.  

 
• Each student will then be given a shirt, 

stencils and fabric markers to transfer their 
team number and decorate the backs of 
their shirts. 

 
• Teachers will take each students action verb 

illustration and scan the image. 
 

• Each image will be printed on “iron on” 
transfer paper. 

 
• Teachers will then iron the student’s 

illustrations to their team shirts.  Each team 
shirt will have an illustrated action verb, a 
team number, the team name, “Goal” as 
well as the URL to this website. 

 
 

 


